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neighbour Powers," and to "the weakness of the German
Confederation," he declared that Russia would listen to
peace proposals, in order not to imperil the existence of the
Bund, but, in exchange, counted upon the lasting neutrality
of Germany. ManteufTel repelled this insinuation. Austria
then (Dec. 2, 1854) concluded a formal offensive and defen-
sive Alliance with the Western Powers.

To the period thus roughly sketched belong many highly
characteristic utterances of Bismarck, addressed to the Berlin
diplomatists. The King of the Belgians had observed to
Count Hatzfeldt, the Prussian Envoy in Paris (during a
visit of the latter to Brussels), that " Prussia must go with
Austria, even if she had to sacrifice something of her self-
love." Both Powers united, with their 700,000 soldiers, could
look forward to any and every eventuality with confidence.
On the other hand, Prussia alone could not long sustain a
struggle against France, the latter being allied with England.
To seek support from the second-rate German States would
be labour in vain j they would hang together in a negative
attitude, and invariably keep out of the way whenever
called upon to act For Prussia to attack France would be
dangerous, perhaps fatal, to the former, and probably lead
to the loss of the Rhenish provinces, as England would
assuredly stick to her present ally. A Prussian defensive
war against France would be quite another thing.

Manteufifel made Bismarck acquainted with these obser-
vations, and the latter wrote to him (August 25) on the
subject: " This is the very same sagacity with which
the King has at all times recognised the true interest of
Belgium and the House of Coburg. But I doubt that an
essay on Prussian policy by King Leopold would be couched
in terms similar to those quoted by your Excellency if His
Majesty were more closely connected with Prussia than
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